will be updated in synchrony with the publication of the printed Journal.
When submitting details of meetings, etc., authors and meeting convenors now have the opportunity to make public their own web site via a link from the Journal WWW area. This will facilitate browsing by our electronic readership. Those wishing to make use of this facility should include WWW and electronic mail addresses in their postal submissions to the Journal.
During the first three months of operation, the Journal WWW pages have been viewed by over 2400 individuals from more than 40 different countries. In forthcoming months our WWW pages will be expanded and enhanced. T. E. ALLAN PALMER Lecturer, Anaesthesiolgy and Intensive Care The University of Queensland Email: T.Palmer@mailbox.uq.edu.au http://www.uq.edu.au/anaesth/
Cyberspace and the Established Order
This issue of the Journal marks the 150th anniversary of the first successful demonstration of anaesthesia for operative surgery. There has been much change but the basic principles of our practice remain. The pulse, the breathing, the colour. These are central to the safe conduct of anaesthesia or intensive care however they are monitored, transduced, displayed, permuted or transmitted. Alphonse Karr observed "the more things change, the more they are the same"-and this is as it should be.
But times do change and with them the doings of professional and personal life. An example of the Journal's first measured attempt to dip a toe in the water of cyberspace is announced by Allan Palmer in the first Editorial. We are enthusiastic about this development but intend proceeding with caution, advised by communication experts such as Dr Palmer and by the responses of Journal readers and Web browsers.
Certain correspondents have suggested that the whole Journal or significant sections of it should be published on the Web. Their stated rationale is an altruistic desire to widely disseminate clinically useful information to all those who might appreciate and use it. Here commercial reality rears its head. To maintain our role as a credible and citable peerreviewed publication requires significant funding. The processes of ensuring quality, consistency and fine presentation do not come cheaply. These activities rely solely on income from subscribers and advertisers. That income stream must be maintained.
The Editorial Board regularly reviews the development of the electronic media and the potential it offers. You will be kept advised.
Original papers and letters to the Editor intended for publication must still be prepared in the form described in "Instructions to Authors" and remitted via the standard postal service to our Edgecliff, N.S.W. address. J. G. ROBERTS Chief Editor
